Unspoken Rules of Politics:

Uncovering the Motivations of Voters in Vanuatu’s Elections

Why This Research?

Vanuatu’s Electoral History: Low Female Representation: Barriers for Women Candidates: Political Instability:
What explains voters’ Participants What would inclusive,
motivations to elect — transformative governance
“J 4 Answered the
candidates in Vanuatu? - Questionnaire looks like in Vanuatu?
The research found there are three main The research found that inclusive,

voter motivations among ni-Vanuatu: Forums transformative governance is possible if:

The Power of Community Consensus

Interviews “Kastom is different; politics is different. If
the men understand this, then we can put a
“In the islands, there are tribes in woman into parliament” — Research
the community. The tribes have Respondent
subcommittees. So, in those tribes,
it’s the same language, there is o 2 ] “For the women to contest, that’s fine, but
nothing to hide. So, we all mutually S interviews during the political campaign, there should
agreed on one candidate to vote 20 be strong male advocators to campaign for
for” — Research Respondent . them” — Research Respondent
Only 6 women elected since
independence
400
“The MP should be the first person |
see after a disaster because | voted 300 ] Lo : “Chiefs and leaders must encourage the
them in. Because | cast my vote for 4 /. women to step forward and start helping
them. The government can come 3 [ - ) them prove themselves in supporting
after. The [disaster] cluster can communities” — Research Respondent
come next” — Research Respondent 200 :
100
“If a woman can be a pilot, why can’t we
have a woman in parliament?” —
“Really you cannot blame the women for - Research Respondent
not voting for the women. It’s the men
who drive the whole thing” — Research T P Malshia Tafea Low Representation of Women
Respondent

in Palimentary Elections
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